
 

 

MINUTES 
HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY BOARD 

June 25, 2025 – 5:30 PM 
City Commission Room – City Hall 

1101 Poyntz Avenue 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

 
 Call to Order – Time: 5:32 PM  

(Due to technical difficulties involving audio for remote participants, the meeting start was delayed.) 
 

 Roll Call – Note Attendance 
 Lakesha James (Chair)    Present   Absent 
 Dana Vanlandingham (Vice Chair)   Present   Absent 
 Jim Fenton      Present   Absent 
 Julie Gabbard     Present   Absent 
 Stephanie Jacobs     Present   Absent 
 Shelley LeValley      Present   Absent 
 Carmen Schober     Present   Absent 

 
 Rachel Pate (RCPD Liaison)   Present   Absent 

 
 Public Comments 

 None submitted online. 
 

 Approval of meeting minutes March 26, 2025 
 Discussion: No Discussion 
 Motion: Shelley LeValley 
 Motion 2nd: Julie Gabbard 
  Pass   Fail  Vote Outcome: 4-0 

            
 Liaison Update  

 No Report 
 

 Election of Officers 
 Chair: Shelley LeValley asked Lakesha James if she was interested in continuing to 

serve as the Chair to which Lakesha expressed a willingness to continue in the role. 
 
 Motion: Shelley LeValley nominated Lakesha James as Chair 
 Motion 2nd: Jim Fenton 

Nominations: Lakesha James 
Discussion: None 

  Pass   Fail  Vote Outcome: 6-0 
 

 Vice Chair: Dana Vanlandingham announced that she would not seek 
reappointment as Vice Chair. A request for interest in the position was 
made to which Julie Gabbard said she would be willing to serve. 

 
  Motion: Shelley LeValley nominated Julie Gabbard as Vice Chair 
  Motion 2nd: Dana Vanlandingham 



 

 

Nominations: Julie Gabbard 
  Discussion: None 

  Pass   Fail  Vote Outcome: 6-0 
 

 Proposed New Business 
 The board discussed reduction in federal funding for the Manhattan Area Resettlement Team and 

its potential impact on individuals in the community seeking access to housing and employment. 
No action proposed but Board will continue to monitor. 

 
 Next meeting: September 24, 2025 

 
 Adjourn – Time: 5:58 PM 

 
 

This meeting was held in the City Commission Room at City Hall, 1101 Poyntz 
Avenue.  Public participation was solicited without regard to race, sex, familial 
status, military status, disability, religion, age, color, national origin, ancestry, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, persons with disabilities needing special accommodation to 
participate in the City Commission Meeting or access meeting minutes, or those 
requiring language assistance (free of charge) should contact the City of Manhattan 
ADA Coordinator, Deann Tiede, no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the 
meeting, at (785) 587-2442 or 7-1-1 (Relay). 
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